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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

Applicants' "Response to Non-Final Office Action of December 12, 2007 has 
been considered. 

Claims 1 and 9 have been amended. New claims 19-20 are added. Claims 2, 4- 
8, and 1 2-1 8 are cancelled. Claims 1 , 3, 9-1 1 , and 1 9-20 remain pending in this 
application. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1, 3, 9-11 and 19-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over the book "Intermediate Accounting", (pages 499-521) (tenth 
edition) in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,047,267 to Owens et al. and in further view of 
U.S. Patent No. 2002/0082966 to O'Brien 

Regarding claims 1, 9 and 19-20, Intermediate Accounting discloses classifying 
an asset as capital or an expensed asset (page 518) comprising: selecting a minimum 
capitalization value (page 518); receiving purchase data signifying the acquisition of an 
asset (page 501 ; page 502); assigning a value of a model of said machine type (page 
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509); determining a machine type of the acquired asset (page 50; page 502); comparing 
the value assigned to said machine type of the acquired asset to said minimum 
capitalization value (page 509; page 514); if the value for the machine type of the 
acquired asset is greater than or equal to said minimum capitalization value, classifying 
the asset as a capital asset, and if the value of r the machine type of the acquired asset 
is less than the minimum capitalization value, classifying the asset as an expensed 
asset (page 518); wherein the instructions corresponding to item comprises weighting 
said value of each model as a function of predicted purchasing trends of models of 
machine type of said average calculation (weighted-average accumulated expenditures 
page 505; pages 519-520 improvements and replacements); the value of the models 
are derived from the manufacturer's base manufacturing cost (list price page 513); and 
instructions for weighting weights said value of each model as a function of relative 
volume of purchasing by said entity of said models (weighted-average accumulated 
expenditures page 505; pages 519-520 improvements and replacements). 

However, Intermediate Accounting does not explicitly disclose assigning with 
respect to each of a plurality of machine types an average value of a model of said 
machine type independent of a value of the acquired asset; the models of the machine 
type; determining a value of the models as of a date that an asset of said machine type 
as first purchased by said entity; calculating the average value of the models; wherein 
said asset is at least one of computer hardware or computer software; and computer 
readable product embodied on computer readable media readable by a computing 
device. 
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Intermediate Accounting does disclose valuation of an asset (page 509). To 
properly reflect cost, assets purchased on long-term contracts are accounted for at the 
present value of the consideration exchanged between the contracting parties at the 
date of the transaction ("Deferred Payment Contract" page 509). 

O'Brien, on the other hand, teaches assigning with respect to each of a plurality 
of machine types an average value of a model of said machine type independent of a 
value of the acquired asset. O'Brien teaches a benchmark value which is a numerical 
or financial value. The Numerical values can be aggregated, averaged, or otherwise 
manipulated or processed. (Paragraph 162) The benchmark information system is 
related to a particular asset against similar information for an entire group of similar 
assets. The system provides users with the ability to define the group of assets 
included in a particular analysis. (Paragraph 15) O'Brien further teaches benchmarking 
pool assets which can be selected on the basis of a shared characteristic, a shared data 
value for a particular characteristic (paragraph 159). Asset selection for benchmarking 
purposes should hare some relevant characteristic or data value (paragraph 159). The 
benchmark characteristics include the type of asset (the type or model) paragraph 16). 
Furthermore, O'Brien teaches the models of the machine type (paragraph 37; 
paragraphs 160-162; paragraphs 166-167); determining a value of the models 
(paragraph 37; paragraphs 160-162; paragraphs 166-167), as of the date an asset of 
said machine type was first purchased by said entity (the date of acquisition purchase; 
paragraph 37); calculating the average value of the models (paragraph 37; paragraphs 
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160-162; paragraphs 166-167); and wherein said asset is at least one of computer 
hardware or computer software (paragraph 3, a plurality of assets such as computers). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention was made to modify the Intermediate Accounting, to include 
assigning with respect to each of a plurality of machine types an average value of a 
model of said machine type independent of a value of the acquired asset; the models of 
the machine type; determining a value of the models; calculating the average value of 
the models; and wherein said asset is at least one of computer hardware or computer 
software, as taught by O'Brien, in order to automatically gather and analyze information 
relating to the maintenance of a plurality of assets, so as to maximize pertinent and 
industry wide data to facilitate increasingly informed purchasing decisions in the future 
(O'Brien paragraph 2). 

Owens, on the other hand, teaches a computer readable product embodied on 
computer readable media readable by a computing device (col. 3, lines 14-18). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention was made to modify the Intermediate Accounting, to include a 
computer readable product embodied on computer readable media readable by a 
computing device, as taught by Owens, in order to automatically gather and store 
information. 

Regarding claims 3 and 10-11, the combination of Intermediate Accounting and 
Owens substantially discloses the claimed invention, however, the combination does 
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not disclose instructions for weighing the value of each model; and a data stream 
containing the purchaser orders; and reading the machine type out of a data field in the 
purchase order. 

O'Brien, on the other hand, teaches instructions for weighing the value of each 
model (paragraph 16; paragraph 137; paragraphs 75-77; paragraphs 158-162; 
paragraphs 163-167); a data stream containing the purchaser orders (paragraph 37; 
paragraph 156; paragraph 158); and reading the machine type out of a data field in the 
purchase order (paragraph 37; paragraph 156; paragraph 158). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention was made to modify the combination, to include instructions for 
weighing the value of each model; a data stream containing the purchaser orders; and 
reading the machine type out of a data field in the purchase order, as taught by O'Brien, 
in order to capture and retain information relating to cost and utilization of an asset in 
order to facilitate better procurement and other business decisions (O'Brien, paragraph 
5). 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed April 1 1 , 2008 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. 

Applicants remark that IA, Owens and O'Brien do not teach "the features of (1) 
the assets being computer related assets and (2) the particular dates on which the 
average values of the asset models are determined. 
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The Examiner does not agree. The combination of IA, Owens and O'Brien does 
teach the features above, specifically, O'Brien. In paragraph 2, O'Brien teaches a 
system for benchmarking asset information by automatically gathering, analyzing and 
delivering information relating to the maintenance of a plurality of such assets to 
facilitate increasingly informed purchasing decisions in the future (see also paragraph 
34). The plurality of assets includes computers (paragraph 3). 

Such automatically gathering, analyzing and delivering information relating to the 
maintenance of a plurality of such assets include computers is considered the assets 
being computer related assets. 

Furthermore, O'Brien teaches acquisition record of the asset by the owner which 
includes the date of acquisition of asset such as the purchase date (paragraph 37). 

Such date of acquisition of asset such as the purchase date is considered the 
particular dates on which the average values of the assets models are determined. 

Applicants remark that IA, Owens and O'Brien do not teach" (1) in calculating the 
average value of said models of said machine type, the weighting is a function of 
predicted purchasing trends of models of said machine type (from former claims 4 and 
14, respectively) and (2) the value of the models used in the calculations are derived 
from the manufacturer's base manufacturing cost for said model". 

The Examiner does not agree. The combination of IA, Owens and O'Brien does 
teach the features above, specifically, IA. IA teaches expenditures which include 
improvements and replacements that is the substitution of an improved asset for an 
existing one. (Bottom of page 51 8) Replace is the substitution of a similar asset. The 
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replacement usually results from a general policy to modernize or rehabilitate a piece of 
equipment. It is intended to add to the future benefits from an existing asset by 
decreasing its operating cost, increasing its rate of output or prolonging its useful life. 
(Pages 519-520) Furthermore, IA teaches the weighted-average accumulated 
expenditures are calculated based on the period of time or amount of time (page 505). 
Moreover, the IA teaches "the value of the models used in the calculations is derived 
from the manufacturer's base manufacturing cost for said model". IA teaches pricing of 
the list price of a new machine (bottom of page 513). 

Such expenditures which includes replacements that is the substitution of a 
similar asset; and the calculation of the weighted-average accumulated expenditures 
are considered calculating the average value of said models of said machine type, the 
weighting is a function of predicted purchasing trends of models of said machine type. 

Such list price is considered "the value of the models used in the calculations is 
derived from the manufacturer's base manufacturing cost for said model". 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to MARISSA THEIN whose telephone number is (571)272- 
6764. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:00-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ryan Zeender can be reached on 571-272-6790. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

IF. Ryan Zeender/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art 

Unit 3627 

Mtot /M. 1.1 
Examiner, Art Unit 3627 
July 20, 2008 



